
 

 

  
 

Sustainable Homes Index For Tomorrow 2008 
 

What is it? A membership scheme providing a comprehensive assessment of an 
organisation’s sustainability and an overall rating similar to the schools and 
hospitals performance rating. 
 

Who for? Housing organisations - the primary market will be housing associations but 
other potential members include maintenance bodies, Arms Length 
Maintenance Organisations, local authority and large scale voluntary transfers 
 
Stakeholders supporting include:  UK Green Building Council, Bank of Scotland 
Corporate, WWF, Housing Corporation and the GLA 
 

When?  Members will be invited to join up until the end of May 2008.  Membership will 
be renewed annually and the results will be given high media profile within the 
sector. 
 

How does it 
work? 
 

Sustainable Homes Ltd will carry out the review and analysis of information 
collected.  
 
Because progress in the field is complex, the full assessment will be carried out 
every second year including the following topic areas:  governance, existing 
build and new build.  Each participant will receive a feedback on their 
performance and an overall score. 
 
In the intervening years a specific topic will be chosen, such as water efficiency 
or resident involvement.  A quantification of performance will be undertaken on 
this subject area. 
 

Why would 
clients want it? 

For bodies such as housing associations, membership to the index provides the 
opportunity for assessment of progress on sustainability against peers and over 
time in addition to a bespoke interaction with housing experts on how to 
improve.  
 
For stakeholders such as the Housing Corporation, local authorities, housing 
sector investors and organisations such as WWF, the Index will help distinguish 
between organisations progressing sustainability and those paying lip service to 
it.  The Index incentivises improved management and performance on key 
sustainability issues without more regulation.  
 
The concept has been used before - Upstream Consultancy manages an index 
on the twenty largest house builders.  
The Sustainable Homes Index is different in that it focuses more on existing 
buildings and affordable housing providers.   
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